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"Current mental health situation of the Deaf in the Philippines"-July
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(Published by SPECIAL EDUCATION ASSISTANCE)
Outstanding Non-Government Employee - Novernber 1998
(Association of Agencies for the Deaf, Pasay City, Metro Manila,
Philippines)



very truly yours,
Maria Tanya de Guzman

           I am writing to apply for a scholarship to support my study. I am studying Master's
degree in Mental Health Counseling as my current second year at Gallaudet University,
Washington DC.

          In 1994, I graduated Bachelor of Fine Arts in Advertising at Technological University of
the Philippines. The I took up one year course of undergraduate Psychology for my pre-master
studies' reuqirement. In my country, I had been worked with Deaf people as counselor for
almost 4 years. I encountered many Deaf clients just suffered with their communication barriers
from hearing world, physical & sexual abuses, deaf identity, low self-esteem, disorders and etc
that led me very interest to study Mental Health Counseling at Gallaudet University to help my
skills.

          Greetings to you from Gallaudet University, a famous Deaf university in the world!

           Socio- economically speaking, my family belongs to the below average strata, which
means I am born to a Deaf poor family. I am youngest in the family. My (Deaf)  father is now
retired with Beta Chemical Supply as warehouse supervisor while my (Deaf) mother is a
housewife. I have one elder (Deaf) married sister who she is now pursuing her own small
business of selling Deaf items (e.g. printing sign alphabet t-shirts, I Love You stuff and other
handicrafts) as a means of living for her own family.

          What concerns me, my income is insufficient to finance my studying and daily livings.
My family could not afford to support me due to their meager income which is only sufficient
for their daily needs. Hence, I enclose my document papers. I hope that this will support my
application on your kind scholarship.
will be happy to answer you. And I look forward to having your favorable response soon.
Thank you so much.

          My academic and professional objectives for 2004 are to provide tailor-fit, personalized
and focused counseling services for the Deaf; and to train Deaf para-counselors or trainees in
counseling skills so that I can produce more Deaf counselors which are badly needed by my
country.

          The course, Mental Health Counseling at Gallaudet University would benefit me for the
sake of Deaf Filipino community. Because this course in the Philippines does not provide
specific combined with Deaf studies. The course with Deaf studies is available in United State
of America. The Gallaudet University is provided this course with the support for the Deaf
which will benefit me to study better.

          Therefore I could train Deaf peers who are in need of mental health services especially in
counseling since I am only the first Deaf person who became counselor for the Deaf in the
Philippines. I hope when I will finish my master studies, I will return to my beloved country in
2004 to work as professional counselor in De La Salle University - College of Saint Benilde in
Manila and to help my Deaf organization and my founder - Deaf Women's Health & Crisis
Center of the Philippines to improve the better lives of Deaf women.
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